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Vela Molecular Ridge - Cloud D (VMR-D), located on the clarifying the star formation histories within these sites.
Galactic plane (700 pc distant) represents one of the most We present here observations of three vyoung clusters
active star forming regions 1n the southern sky. In the associated with intermediate luminosity IRAS sources
framework of a multi-wavelength observational study of this (L, ,~10° Lg). These clusters are found within both clumps of
cloud, we have identified a number of star forming sites molecular (°CO(1-0)) emission!?! [sEST-ESO] and dust cores!3]
hosting small (~100 members), embedded and compact (radius (1.2 mm continuum, [SIMBA @SEST-ESO]). H, Jets (2.12um, [SofI
~0.1-0.2 pc) young stellar clusters!'!. Observations have ENTT-ESO]) testify the ongoing star formation activity in the
been collected from NIR to mm wavelengths that are cluster neighborhood!?!.
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RA (J2000) clusters with molecular clumps detected in
the !'2CO(1-0) line suggests they are younger
IRSl'7 than 1 Myr. By means of Spectral Energy
S i, image of the Distributions and Colour-Colour diagrams we
beam sizeO rﬂegiﬂn surrounding located the most massive cluster members.
the IRAS source These are i1ntermediate-mass stars (5-7 Mg)
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center. The dust However, low-mass star formation 1s still
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respect to the mm dust cores crossed by collimated jets
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EE;::EEE;E:DEZ: Detailed analysis of both Spitzer MIPS and
of the main jet in IRAC observations of these fields 1s now in
the field. Progress.
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