
THE MPIA LIBRARY

IN A NUTSHELL

Simone Kronenwett March 2023



 Mission
 About the Library
 Services & Tools
 Information & Communication
 Contact



The MPIA librarian Simone is here

to answer your questions and

help connect you to the resources you need

to get your work done.



 Library belongs to the MPIA Science Media Service Group

One Person Library (OPL): Scientific Library & Archive

 3 Sections: 

MPIA Library

HdA-Library (House of Astronomy)

 Library Archive

http://www.mpia.de/en/institute/service-depts/science-media-service


Library Collection

 MPIA-Library
 more than 8,000 printed books
 many ebooks (more than 700,000 in the MPG-eBook-catalogue)
 22 printed journals and many eJournals (EZB – electronic journals library)
 3 printed newspapers and many e-newspapers and magazines 

(→ library.pressdisplay)

 HdA-Library
 about 2,000 printed books

 Library Archive
 more than 5,500 bound journals
 MPG reports and many other things (see further slides)



 Monographs, catalogues and atlases

 Computer books, reference books

 Theses, dissertations, habilitations

 Conference proceedings

 Workplaces

 PC for library catalogue searches

Library reading room

E-books and Series Titles
List of e-books/series

that MPIA is licensed for.



 older issues or astronomical 
journals the subscription of which 
has expired

 MPG reports and announcements

 collections of annual reports and 
special publications of  
astronomical societies and 
institutes

Library Archive (Room 240/241)





Presence of the Librarian

 The library is staffed 5 days a week

(Mondays to Fridays from 9 am to 2 pm)

but you can ask me anything at all times. 

 I am always available online for chat and research 
questions and consultations.



Virtual Open Library Office
every Tuesday (new!) from 9 to 12 AM

@Slack, public channel #library



Library Access 

 The library is open to all MPIA and HdA members 
around the clock. 

 The services are for all MPIA and HdA members:

 all MPIA and HdA staff and students

 all technical and service departments, workers’ council, 
administration etc.



1. New books or journals, exposed in the entrance room of the library for about a week 
must not be borrowed.

2. Borrowed books or journals must be indicated by replacing them with a legibly filled 
in shelf marker.

3. Borrowed books and journals are to be kept in plain view in the user's office and 
must not be taken out of the building or on a business trip.

4. Borrowed books or journals have to be returned to the library within 4 weeks.

5. The person borrowing the book or journal remains responsible for returning it again. 
We strongly discourage handing over the book or journal without filling in a new 
shelf marker.

The shelf marker can be found in the library in sufficient numbers along with an 
explanation how to handle them.



Ulrich Klaas (chairman)

Markus Nielbock

Simone Kronenwett

The library committee is responsible for the contents 
of the library and archive as well as for new purchases.

Are you missing a book/literature we should have in our library?
Just tell me - I get it for you asap!

(library@mpia.de or #bookwish @mpi_astro_bib).

BOOK WISH



 INFORMATION AND LITERATURE SUPPLY

 Search
 Finding articles + journals + books (both electronic and printed)

 Access
 Dealing with licenses issues 

 Reservation
 Getting orders up to 20% cheaper from publishers + bookshops

 Procurement
 Providing databases and catalogues for books and journals

 Consultation 
 Open Access Publishing, Copyright etc.

 Tools
 Research Data Repository, Reference Management Systems, 

Collaborative Working 



 GENERAL LIBRARY INTRODUCTIONS

Getting to know the library and it services. 
Individual tours or in small groups. Learn more about how to borrow, 
renew and return library materials and about the use of the library’s 
special collections and archives.

 ASK YOUR LIBRARIAN / OPEN VIRTUAL LIBRARY OFFICE / LIVE CHAT

Get immediate help from your librarian during the live chat hours 
(on MPIA Slack, public channel #library, every Tuesday (new!) from 9 am to 12 pm), 
or submit a question and I'll get back to you.

 SPECIAL LIBRARY COLLECTIONS AND LIBRARY ARCHIVE

Open to all MPIA members. In room 240/241 special publications of astronomical
societies and institutes can be found as well as book donations by former astronaut
Reinhold Ewald.



As part of the 50th MPIA 
anniversary celebration, 

the former astronaut Reinhold 
Ewald donated a

historical book to the library.



NEW BOOKS

NEW SERVICES

NEW TOOLS

GENERAL LIBRARY INTRODUCTIONS

ALL POSSIBLE LIBRARY-RELEVANT INFORMATION …



General MPIA Library Introduction







@mpi_astro_bib



Website



Website

 MPIA electronic library catalogue

 E-books catalogue of  the MPG (access control via IP-address)

 Electronic Journals Library (EZB), Astronomical journals,
Electronic books and series with full text access 

(access control via IP-address)

 Astronomical databases, literature databases, e-print and pre-print server

 Links to other libraries

 Links to astronomical organisations

 Book shop, rare and used books catalogues

 Information on open access and other services within the MPG (MPDL)





Finding Books



Finding articles and journals



Finding articles and journals



Journals licensed
for MPIA



Our partner for
tools and services:

Max Planck Digital Library 
(MPDL)

www.mpdl.mpg.de

https://www.mpdl.mpg.de/


Overview of 
various services 
offered by the 
MPIA library in 

cooperation 
with the MPDL

Please contact 
the librarian 

Simone 
for more 

information



Overview of 
various services 
offered by the 
MPIA library in 

cooperation 
with the MPDL

Please contact 
the librarian 

Simone 
for further 

information



EXAMPLE



EXAMPLE





Organization of lectures
about astronomical topics.

Talk by MPIA-staff
Jan Rybizki in the 

Bammental community library.



Lectures on 
popular

astronomical
topics like …

“Prematurely 
uninhabitable? 
External threats
to life on earth”



Networking





The library is staffed 5 mornings a week
(Mondays to Fridays)

but you can ask me anything at all times. 

I am always available online for chat and research consultations.

 PRESENCE Mondays to Fridays  9 am – 2 pm

 EMAIL library@mpia.de

 PHONE 06221/528-205

 TWITTER @mpi_astro_bib

 SLACK public channel #library

 WEBSITE http://www.mpia.de/en/services/library

file:///C:/Users/Kronenwett/Desktop/Präsentation/library@mpia.de
https://twitter.com/mpi_astro_bib
https://bit.ly/2C9Z4X4
http://www.mpia.de/en/services/library




Thank you very much for your interest and for your time.


